3rd Sunday after Pentecost
June 13, 2021 @ 10:00 am
Church of The Cross
475 West Higgins Road Hoffman Estates, IL 60169
(847) 885-1199

Welcome all ~ Share God’s Love ~ Offer Hope … all in Jesus’ name!

WELCOME ALL
“Not a Sparrow Falleth” by Franz Abt

PRELUDE

Robert K.

WORDS OF WELCOME
*CALL TO WORSHIP1

Pastor Julie

All around us, God is looking for folk who will join is serving others.
It is as if God is planting seeds of compassion in us,
watching for them to bloom in our lives.
In our midst, Jesus is walking among us,
tending our hearts, watering us with grace.
It is as if Jesus is trusting that our souls
will grow big enough to welcome everyone.
From morning to evening, the Spirit is at work,
gently tending this garden called life.
It is as if the Spirit has found the perfect spots
to bring forth crops of justice and peace.
“What Is the World Like”

*OPENING HYMN
CALL TO CONFESSION

GTG#771

Jim L.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION1
Holy One, you listen to our cries of grief, when others kill our dreams; you open
your ears to the whispered fears on sleepless nights; you hear our hearts cracking,
just like ice on a frozen lake; and we know, ‘this is the One,’, our God who knows us
better than we think. You call to us, so we can watch as you place seeds of welcome
in the hearts of the rejected; seeds of wonder in the overgrown city lots; seeds of
laughter in the dull voices of grief; and as we watch, we learn, and as we learn, we
say, ‘this is the One,’ the Grace who is our brother.
You are with us as we sleep and when we rise, nurturing the tiny seeds of
grace into bouquets of love; the insignificant hopes of peace into communities of
reconciliation; the littlest thoughts about others into an embrace as big and wide
as the sea; and we rejoice, ‘this is the One,’ the Spirit who transforms us.
You are indeed the One, God in Comm-unity, drawing us into your circle of dance.
How you must grieve over us, God of all, as we hoard everything for ourselves,
as we worship the wealthy and powerful, as we cling to weapons and things. Have
mercy on us, Always Creating God. Pour your forgiveness into our foolish lives.
Plant the seeds of grace, hope, love, and peace in us, so we may blossom and share
these gifts with everyone we meet.
OUR SILENT CONFESSION
BOLD TEXT is read by the congregation.
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ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
RESPONDING TO GRACE
“Praise, Praise, Praise the Lord”
GTG # 390
Praise, praise, praise the Lord! Praise God’s holy name. Alleluia! (repeat)
Praise God’s holy name. Alleluia! Praise God’s holy name. Alleluia! (repeat)

SHARE GOD’S LOVE
“Jesus Loves Me”

A TIME FOR CHILDREN
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING
2 Corinthians 5:6-17
This is the word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.

Jim L.

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING
Mark 4:26-34
This is the word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.
SERMON

A New Creation

Rev. Julie Peterson

OFFER HOPE …IN JESUS’ NAME
*PASSING THE PEACE
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

“Dona Nobis Pacem”

(Grant us Peace)

excerpts from The Brief Statement of Faith

Jim L.

In life and in death we belong to God. Through the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one
triune God, the Holy One of Israel, whom alone we worship and serve. We trust in
Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God. Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: preaching
good news to the poor and release to the captives, teaching by word and deed and
blessing the children, healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted, eating
with outcasts, forgiving sinners, and calling all to repent and believe the gospel. …
We trust in God, whom Jesus called Abba, Father. In sovereign love God
created the world good and makes everyone equally in God’s image male and
female, of every race and people, to live as one community. …
We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life. The
Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, sets us free to accept ourselves and to love
God and neighbor, and binds us together with all believers in the one body of
Christ, the Church.
In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage to pray without
ceasing, to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to unmask
BOLD TEXT is read by the congregation.
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idolatries in Church and culture, to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, and
to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace. …
With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or
in death can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
PRESENTING OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS TO GOD
OFFERTORY

“Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”

Robert K.

th

French Melody from 17 Century

PRAYER OF DEDICATION
*CLOSING HYMN

Jim L.
“Faith Begins by Letting Go”

GTG #684

*BENEDICTION
*POSTLUDE

“Moderato” by Caspar Ett

Robert K.

Thom Shuman, Lectionary Liturgies ©2021, reprinted with permission.

1

CCLI #2992287 / SongSelect® #11328105
CCLI Streaming License, #20364741

BOLD TEXT is read by the congregation.
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Avonne (Laura’s mother)
Linda A (sister of Judy M)
Steve A (father-in-law of Glenna’s daughter)
Connie & Ed (friends of Karen)
Dee B (former member)
Kevin B (Joe L’s co-worker/friend)
Mildred B
Mary Ann B
Sushma B
Andree C
Connie (Karen F’s friend)
Chuck C (Laura D’s brother)
Patrick C (Stu/Marie’s son-in-law)
Renee C (Laura’s sister-in-law)
Jim C (Mary Ann’s son-in-law)
Tom C (Ann M’s brother-in-law)
Sabina C (Adelaide’s sister-in-law)
Betty D (Marie R’s cousin)
Linda D (Jim/ Sue’s relative)
Betty F (Chris L’s mother)
Donna F (Jim/Sue’s aunt)
Karen F
Gabi (Mother of Sue/Joe’s son-in-law)
Adelaide G
Bruce & Linda G (friends of Stu/Marie)
Nick G (Stu/Marie’s grandson)
Rita H (Jim/Ann’s relative)

James & Sandra (friends of John/Cheryl)
Jessica (Charlie/Nancy’s niece)
José K (Adelaide’s friend)
Steve (Jane’s brother)
Bob L (husband of Judie T’s friend)
Jim/Sheryl L (Ken/Pat’s son-in-law/daughter)
Pam L
Phyllis L
McKenzie (daughter of Michelle V’s friend)
Crisann M (friend of Mike/Chris L)
Judy M
Klee M (Fritz/Fay’s son)
Kofi M (Adelaide’s family friend)
Lisa M (Karen’s daughter)
Steve M
Susan Q (Ann S’s boss)
Maria R (Laura D’s friend)
Jessie R (Julie/Jeff’s niece)
Ann & Geoff S
Geri S (Adelaide’s neighbor)
Martin S (Sue/Jim’s friend)
Marnie S (Glenna M’s friend)
Larry V (Jim V’s father)
Those who are caregivers
Those devastated by terrorism
Our world and all affected by COVID-19
Those who grieve
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Invitation to the Amos 5:24 Team
Amos talks about justice, but
just what is justice? According
to OT scriptural resources
justice is “rightness rooted
in God's character.”
Which gets to the core of our
faith and how our faith in action
is offered to God.
‘Doing justice’ is at the core of
the Lord’s heart. Look at these
familiar words in Micah:

“…and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, to love
kindness, and to walk humbly with our God...” (6:8)
In scripture words and their order are intentional. “to do justice” comes
first as this is what the Lord requires. The Lord knows we humans
cannot truly ‘love kindness’ without ‘doing justice’; nor can we truly
‘walk humbly with our God’ if we cannot ‘do justice’ and ‘love
kindness’ first.
I ask you to please pray (yes really, actually pray, which includes
listening) about how you can ‘bring hope …in Jesus’ name’ by
joining the Amos 5:24 Team. And then give me (Pastor Julie)
a call when the Holy One points you to be a part of this team.
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LUNCH WITH PASTOR JULIE
Join us via Zoom every Wednesday at 12 noon for bible study.
We discuss scripture passages for our upcoming worship service.
Contact Pastor Julie for the Zoom access information to join.

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL
The group meets via Zoom on Sundays at 12 noon.
Our current study is “Half Truths: God Helps Those
Who Help Themselves and other Things the Bible
Doesn’t Say” by Adam Hamilton. Everyone is invited to
join the study! Contact Ken G. for the Zoom login details.
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MEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Next meeting is on June 23 @ 7pm.
Our current study is on the book
” ISAIAH Trusting God in Troubled
Times” by Howard Peskett.
We meet via Zoom.
We encourage new attendees
so, if interested, please contact
Ken G. or Stu R. for access details.

BOOK CLUB
Our next meeting will be on
July 14th. We will be discussing
“The Midnight Library” by Matt Haig
If you want to be included,
please email Judie at
judietrue@gmail.com
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Church of the Cross
475 West Higgins Road, Hoffman Estates, IL 60169
Office: 847-885-1199
Website: www.churchofthecross.online
The Rev. Julie G. Peterson, Pastor
Cell phone ~224-828-9761
Email ~ pastor@cotc-pcusa.org

Office Manager ~ Vanessa Brand
Office phone ~ 847-885-1199
Email ~ office@cotc-pcusa.org

Clerk of Session ~Pat Groenewold

Choir Director ~ Marie Rutter

Deacon Moderator ~ Judie Truelsen

Organist ~ Dr. Robert Kania

Session
Treasurer ~ Ken Groenewold
Elders, Class of 2021
Sue Liautaud
Stu Rutter
Cheryl Wilkins
Pat Groenewold, Clerk

Elders, Class of 2022

Elders, Class of 2023

Jane Lesch
Jim Vakoc

James Buchholz
Laura De La Cruz
Cathy Walker

Deacons
Deacons, Class of 2021
Karen Franz
Ann Moorman
Glenna Morgan
Judie Truelsen, Moderator

Deacons, Class of 2022

Deacons, Class of 2023

Susan Buchholz
Chris Lorentz

Erica De La Cruz
Naana Grant-Acquah
Fay Michaelis

Corporation Officers
Jim Letterer
Larry Amos
Ken Groenewold
Pat Groenewold
Terry Maulding
Stu Truelsen
Jim Vakoc

President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Member at large
Member at large
Member at large
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