
 

 

 

World Communion Sunday 

October 3, 2021 @ 10:00 am 
  

 

Church of The Cross 
475 West Higgins Road Hoffman Estates, IL 60169 

(847) 885-1199  
 

 

Welcome all ~ Share God’s Love ~ Offer Hope  … all in Jesus’ name! 
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WELCOME ALL 
 

PRELUDE   “How Can I But Love Him” by Ashford             Robert K. 

WORDS OF WELCOME 

CHORAL INTROIT “Be Joyful in the Lord” D Moore 

*CALL TO WORSHIP
1  Pastor Julie 

Come, let us reimagine relationships so that power-over is no more. 

The Living Christ loves mutuality, consent, and tenderness. 

Let us gather with accountability and open heartedness as our invitations. 

God honors the sacred worth of all living beings. 

Let us be together, that we might tune ourselves to communal thriving, 

the song the Spirit loves to sing. 

*OPENING HYMN “In Christ there is No East or West” GTG #317 

CALL TO CONFESSION  Ken G. 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
1/2  

Gracious Lord, Creator of the universe, in your generosity you have given us a world 

of abundance and diversity, yet we live guided by greed and selfishness.  We confess we 

have defaced your creation and poisoned our environment through our consumerist 

behavior and for personal gain.  In Christ, you made us brothers and sisters and 

intended for us to be united, and yet we have built walls to separate us from those who 

are different from us.  You gave us wisdom and creativity and we have used those to 

trick each other and to develop weapons of destruction and death.  You gave us laws 

to order our lives and we have abused them to take revenge and punish our enemies.  

We ignore the poor and the weak and honored the rich and powerful.  In all this we 

have not lived according to your will.  

Forgive us, Lord, for daring to boast in our human achievements and for 

failing to recognize that you alone are worthy of praise.  Bless us with discomfort 

at easy answers, half-truths, and superficial relationships.  Bless us with anger at 

injustice, oppression, and exploitation of people.  Bless us with tears to shed for 

those who suffer from pain, rejection, starvation, and war.  Bless us with enough 

foolishness to believe we can make a difference in this world.  May it be so.  

OUR SILENT CONFESSION  

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS  
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*RESPONDING TO GRACE  “Doxology” GTG #607 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ, all people here below; 

Praise Holy Spirit evermore; Praise Triune God, whom we adore.  Amen. 

*PASSING THE PEACE ~ Greet one another with the peace of Christ 

 SHARE GOD’S LOVE 

“Jesus Loves Me”   

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING Hebrews 1:1-4, 2:1-12 Ken G. 

This is the word of God for the people of God. 

Thanks be to God. 

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING Mark 10:2-16  

This is the word of God for the people of God. 

Thanks be to God. 

SERMON “It’s About Justice” Rev. Julie Peterson 

OFFER HOPE …IN JESUS’ NAME 

*HYMN  “We Gather here in Jesus’ Name” GTG #510 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH The Apostles Creed  Ken G. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 

come to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; 

the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

PRESENTING OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS TO GOD 

CHORAL OFFERTORY “A New City of Joy” J Ness Beck 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION  Ken G. 

*HYMN OF PREPARATION “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” (sing 2x) GTG #469 
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THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE 

GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
3/4 

May the composer of hope be with you! 

And also with you! 

Beloved, God has created us to live faithfully in these times. 

We lift our hearts to the One 

 who shapes us into communities of grace and peace. 

Join in singing to God, who takes away all our fears. 

We will dance with joy to the Table of peace and hope,  

even if it is the table in our kitchen or living room. 

Creating God, source of our being, we give you thanks and praise for you have brought forth 

bread from the earth and fruit from the vine.  …  You created the world and all that is in 

it without borders or walls, and you called it “good.”  For this we praise you, saying,  

 Your Word opens our eyes to all creation. 

Your Word is the sweet taste of joy for empty hearts. 

Your Word helps us to endure through every moment which seems unbearable. 

Blessed is your Word who comes in your name. Hosanna in the highest! 

Though others mock us for such trust … As we would seek to model his gentleness and 

grace in these overwhelming times, as we try to let his light be revealed in us, we speak 

of the mystery we call faith: 

Setting aside all he valued, Christ became our treasure, 

    so we might know how precious we are to God. 

Setting aside his own life, Christ rescued us from      

    all foolishness so we might know the One who loves us. 

Setting aside our doubts and fears, we yearn for the promised return  

    of the grace, love, and hope of Christ.  

Now, around table and altars, in these sacred spaces of our living … Whether we partake today 

from a mug of tea, a glass of wine or juice, or even a glass of water, may this be your grace 

poured into us so we might become people who will not give up on justice, people who will not 

let go of hope, people who will not hoard life, people who will trust in you always. 

Creator of love, on that day when we gather in true and full communion around 

your heavenly table with our global sisters and brothers, we will know the promise of 

your love as we feast in that place, that time, that life beyond this, where all hurtful 

words are silenced, where all is pain left behind, where hope and grace are our 

closest friends, and in that beloved kairos moment we will join our hearts and voices 

forever singing of your glory, God in Community, Holy in One.  Amen. 

COMMUNING TOGETHER 

 



 

 

BOLD TEXT is read by the congregation.                                                                              Page | 5

   

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
3   

O God our mystery, having been fed with your love, we celebrate your presence 

through our lives.  O God of the universe you bring us to life, call us to freedom, and 

move between us with love.  Having been nourished at your table, may we go into your 

wondrous and diverse world to tear down walls of exclusion, to confront powers and 

principalities, to live and love boldly in the promise of your resurrection.  Amen. 

 

*CLOSING HYMN “I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry” GTG #488 

*BENEDICTION 

*CHORAL BENEDICTION “Dona Nobis Pacem” Anonymous 

*POSTLUDE    “The Crusaders” by W. Stickles         Robert K. 

 

 

1enfleshed | justice. liberation. delight. ©2021 Enfleshed.com, reprinted with permission.   
2Peace & Global Witness Resource, 2021 World Communion Sunday  
3Thom Shuman, Lectionary Liturgies ©2021, reprinted with permission. 
4Communion Liturgy for World Communion Sunday by Emily Brewer 

 

 
 

CCLI #2992287 / SongSelect® #11328105 

CCLI Streaming License, #20364741 
 

https://enfleshed.com/
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Linda A (sister of Judy M) 

   Steve A (father-in-law of Glenna’s daughter) 

Connie & Ed (friends of Karen)  

Kevin B (Joe L’s co-worker/friend) 

Mildred B 

Mary Ann B 

Susan B 

Sushma B  

Andree C  

Connie (Karen F’s friend) 

Chuck C (Laura D’s brother) 

Patrick C (Stu/Marie’s son-in-law) 

Renee C (Laura’s sister-in-law) 

Jim C (Mary Ann’s son-in-law) 

Tom C (Ann M’s brother-in-law) 

Sabina C (Adelaide’s sister-in-law) 

Betty D (Marie R’s cousin) 

Linda D (Jim/ Sue’s relative) 

Betty F (Chris L’s mother) 

Donna F (Jim/Sue’s aunt) 

Karen F  

Adelaide G 

Bruce & Linda G (friends of Stu/Marie) 

Nick G (Stu/Marie’s grandson) 

 

Rita H (Jim/Ann’s relative) 

Jack H (friend of Mike/ Chris L) 

James & Sandra (friends of John/Cheryl) 

Jessica (Charlie/Nancy’s niece) 

José K (Adelaide’s friend) 

Pam L 

Phyllis L 

Crisann M (friend of Mike/Chris L) 

Judy M 

Klee M (Fritz/Fay’s son) 

Kofi M (Adelaide’s family friend) 

Lisa M (Karen’s daughter) 

Steve M 

George R 

Tom R (Sue Li.’s brother) 

Ann & Geoff S 

Larry V (Jim V’s father) 

Dave W 

Caregivers  

People devastated by terrorism 

Our world and all affected by COVID-19  

Those who grieve  

• Family of Richard Mc (Jim L’s HS coach) 

• Family of Lois B (John B’s mother) 
 

Marian K (Robert K’s father) 

José K (Adelaide’s friend) 

Steve (Jane’s brother) 

Bob L (husband of Judie T’s friend) 

Jim/Sheryl L (Ken/Pat’s son-in-law/daughter) 

Pam L 

Phyllis L 

McKenzie (daughter of Michelle V’s friend) 

Crisann M (friend of Mike/Chris L) 

Judy M 

Klee M (Fritz/Fay’s son) 

Kofi M (Adelaide’s family friend) 

Lisa M (Karen’s daughter) 

Steve M 

Susan Q (Ann S’s boss) 

Maria R (Laura D’s friend) 

Ann & Geoff S 

Marnie S (Glenna M’s friend) 

Larry V (Jim V’s father) 

Those who are caregivers 

Those devastated by terrorism 

Those who grieve  

• family of Robert L (Dave L’s brother) 

Our world and all affected by COVID-19  
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The flower arrangement this week is 

from the Packham Family  

in Celebration of World Communion Sunday. 

        LUNCH WITH PASTOR JULIE  

 Join us via Zoom every Wednesday at 12 noon for bible study.    

 We discuss scripture passages for our upcoming worship service.    

    Contact Pastor Julie for the Zoom access information to join. 
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…to the people  
who have hosted coffee hour in August and September! 

            

Karen Franz                   Chris & Mike Lorentz        Lois Mc Pherson 
Cathy Walker                        Naana Grant-Acquah                                     Sue and Jim Letterer 
Judie Truelsen                                                      George & Mary Rogers     Ken and Pat Groenewold 

     
 
             

       ZOOM BOOK CLUB SCHEDULE 
 

Wednesday, October 27, 2021 @ 7 pm:  

  The Book Woman of Troublesome Creek  

      by Kim Michele Richardson 
 

Wednesday, December 1, 2021 @ 7 pm: 

  The Firekeeper's Daughter  

     by Angeline Boulley. 
 

Wednesday, January 26, 2022 @ 7 pm: 

  The Lincoln Highway  

     by Amor Towles 
 

     Please email Judie at  

   judietrue@gmail.com  

        for Zoom details 

  

mailto:judietrue@gmail.com
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             ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 
The group meets via Zoom on Sundays at 12 noon. 

We are currently studying the “Sailboat Church – Helping your 

Church rethink its Mission and Practice” by Joan Gray. 

Everyone is invited to join the study!   

Contact Ken G. for the Zoom login details. 
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Church of the Cross 

475 West Higgins Road, Hoffman Estates, IL 60169 

Office: 847-885-1199 

Website: www.churchofthecross.online 

The Rev. Julie G. Peterson, Pastor 
      Cell phone ~224-828-9761 

      Email ~ pastor@cotc-pcusa.org 
 

Clerk of Session ~ Pat Groenewold 
 

Deacon Moderator ~ Judie Truelsen 

Office Manager ~ Vanessa Brand 
      Office phone ~ 847-885-1199 

      Email ~ office@cotc-pcusa.org 
 

Choir Director ~ Marie Rutter 
 

Organist ~ Dr. Robert Kania 

  

Session 
Treasurer ~ Ken Groenewold 

   

Elders, Class of 2021 Elders, Class of 2022 Elders, Class of 2023 
 

  

     Sue Liautaud Jane Lesch James Buchholz 

Stu Rutter Jim Vakoc Laura De La Cruz 

Cheryl Wilkins 

Pat Groenewold, Clerk 

 Cathy Walker 

 
 

  

Deacons 
   

Deacons, Class of 2021 Deacons, Class of 2022 Deacons, Class of 2023 
   

Karen Franz Susan Buchholz Erica De La Cruz 

Ann Moorman  

Glenna Morgan 

Chris Lorentz Naana Grant-Acquah 

Fay Michaelis 

Judie Truelsen, Moderator   

   

Corporation Officers 
  

Jim Letterer President 

Jim Vakoc 

Ken Groenewold 

Vice President 

Treasurer 

Pat Groenewold Secretary 

Terry Maulding Member at large 

Stu Truelsen 

Hank Morgan 

Member at large 

Member at large 
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mailto:office@cotc-pcusa.org

