15th Sunday after Pentecost
September 5, 2021 @ 10:00 am
Church of The Cross
475 West Higgins Road Hoffman Estates, IL 60169
(847) 885-1199

Welcome all ~ Share God’s Love ~ Offer Hope … all in Jesus’ name!

WELCOME ALL
PRELUDE

Prelude on "Sessions" by E. L. Ashford

Robert K.

WORDS OF WELCOME
*CALL TO WORSHIP1
What good is it if we say we love all people,
but give special treatment to a few?
God calls us to love others as deeply
as we love ourselves, with no strings attached.
What good is it if we say we want God to show mercy towards us,
but are quick to judge others?
God calls us to forgive our sisters and brothers,
to let mercy triumph over judgment.
What good is it if we say we trust God in every moment,
but live guided by our fears?
We will speak and act as those who trust God to come
and live in our fearful hearts.
“God Welcomes All” (sing 2x)

*OPENING HYMN
CALL TO CONFESSION

Pastor Julie

GTG #399
Jim B.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION2
God of Eternal Life, we confess we are short-sighted. We seek the gains we can
experience and know. We look for signs which prove to us right now an assurance
of our future. We fail to view how You are at work in the world around us, through
all times and seasons. We seek the short-term goals and pleasures which ease our
fears, instead of trusting You and living into Your ways of deep empathy,
compassion, and care for our earth and for one another.
Forgive our selfishness. Help us turn to Your ways, put our trust in You, and
know that though we may not experience the fulfillment of Your justice and reign
while we breathe, it will come. We live for it now, and know death does not have the
final word, especially in the pursuit of justice and righteousness. For now, hold us
to Your path of mercy, love, and justice. May it be so.
OUR SILENT CONFESSION
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
RESPONDING TO GRACE

“Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me”

BOLD TEXT is read by the congregation.

GTG # 382
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*PASSING THE PEACE ~ Greet one another with the peace of Christ

SHARE GOD’S LOVE
“Jesus Loves Me”

A TIME FOR CHILDREN

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
FIRST SCRIPTURE READING
James 2:1-17 (THE MESSAGE)
This is the word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.

Jim B.

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING
Mark 7:24-37
This is the word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.
SERMON

Whatever It Takes

Rev. Julie Peterson

OFFER HOPE …IN JESUS’ NAME
*SONG

“Make Me a Servant” (sing 2x)

BOLD TEXT is read by the congregation.

(Sing the Faith, #2176)
Words/Music by Kelly Willard
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH2

A Declaration of Faith: The Maker & Ruler of All, #2

Jim B.

God sustains the goodness of creation.
God called all God made good. We declare the universe of matter, energy, and life
is God's good creation in all its parts. Even though evil has emerged within God’s
creation, we may work and play in it and explore it with wonder and joy. Evil is
whatever works against the loving purpose of God for human beings and all creation.
Natural forces may have evil effects. Sinful human choices produce evil results.
Evil may become institutionalized in our social structures. The power of evil to hurt
and destroy, to cut off the possibilities of full human life, calls into question the
power and goodness of God.
Whether we understand evil personally or impersonally, we cannot explain how
it originated in a world made good. But we can affirm that evil is God's enemy
as well as ours. In Christ, God shared our agony over evil and broke the back of its
power by bearing the worst it could do. God works continually to overcome evil.
In the end it will be utterly defeated. Therefore, we have courage to endure evil, to
learn from it, and combat it.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
PRESENTING OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS TO GOD

“Consolation” by F. Mendelssohn

OFFERTORY

Robert K.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Jim B.

*HYMN OF PREPARATION

“Wait for the Lord” (sing 2x)

GTG #90

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE3
GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING1
My beloved sisters and brothers, may the Lord be with you.
And also with you.
My beloved brothers and sisters, lift up your hearts.
Our hearts are offered to our God.
My beloved sisters and brothers, let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Thanksgiving is in our hearts, and praise is on our lips.
Our hearts do handsprings, and our joy echoes off the mountains, Creator of all: rich
and poor, man and woman, child and grandparent, gnat and galaxy. … And so, with

BOLD TEXT is read by the congregation.
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all your people, those on earth and those around your throne, those beside us in this
moment and those with you throughout eternity, we join in everlasting song:
Holy, holy, holy, God who surrounds creation with your grace!
Heaven and earth sing to the One who made them all.
Hosanna in the highest!
Blessed is the One who shares bread with the poor.
Hosanna in the highest!
Holy are you, and blessed is Jesus, your Son, our Brother, our Savior. Jesus has done
everything well: eating and drinking with sinners, he taught us there is a place at the
Table for each and every one of us… As we remember all you did in and through him
-his words, his touch, his laughter, his silence, his pain, his loneliness, his death, his
resurrection -we offer ourselves in trust and hope, in service and sacrifice, as we
proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died, to sow life;
Christ has risen, to sow grace;
Christ will return, to sow justice for all.
May the Spirit of the Risen Lord be poured out on us in this place, and on the gifts
of the bread and the cup. As we take the broken loaf, we feast… to share our bread
and all we have with those in need, until that day when Christ returns and all shall
feast at his banquet in heaven.
Through your Son, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy church,
all honor and glory are yours, Great God, our hope, our trust, our
redemption, now and forever. Amen.
COMMUNING TOGETHER
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Nourishing God, thank you for preparing a table where all are welcome. Thank
you for gifting us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation. In deep
gratitude for this moment, this meal, these people, we give ourselves to you. Send
us out from this time together as people truly changed, for in the nourishing we
have received from your Holy Spirit during this time, we can no longer remain
the same. Ask much of us, expect much from us, encourage many through us.
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
*CLOSING HYMN

“For Everyone Born”

GTG #769

*BENEDICTION

BOLD TEXT is read by the congregation.
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*POSTLUDE

“Holy, Holy, Holy” arr. by J. Raney

Robert K.

1Thom Shuman, Lectionary Liturgies ©2021, reprinted with permission.
2
Rev. Mindi Welton-Mitchell, http://rev-o-lution.org.
3
Gleanings from Barbara Brown Taylor’s book, Always a Guest

CCLI #2992287 / SongSelect® #11328105
CCLI Streaming License, #20364741

The flower arrangement this week is
from Sue & Jim Letterer
in Celebration of Sue’s 75th Birthday.

BOLD TEXT is read by the congregation.
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Avonne (Laura’s mother)
Ann H (friend of Sue Le)
Linda A (sister of Judy M)
Steve A (father-in-law of Glenna’s daughter)
Connie & Ed (friends of Karen)
Dee B (former member)
Kevin B (Joe L’s co-worker/friend)
Mildred B
Mary Ann B
Susan B
Sushma B
Andree C
Connie (Karen F’s friend)
Chuck C (Laura D’s brother)
Patrick C (Stu/Marie’s son-in-law)
Renee C (Laura’s sister-in-law)
Jim C (Mary Ann’s son-in-law)
Tom C (Ann M’s brother-in-law)
Sabina C (Adelaide’s sister-in-law)
Betty D (Marie R’s cousin)
Linda D (Jim/ Sue’s relative)
Betty F (Chris L’s mother)
Donna F (Jim/Sue’s aunt)
Karen F
Gabi (Mother of Sue/Joe’s son-in-law)
Adelaide G
Bruce & Linda G (friends of Stu/Marie)
Nick G (Stu/Marie’s grandson)

Ann H (friend of Sue L)
Rita H (Jim/Ann’s relative)
Jack H (friend of Mike/ Chris L)
James & Sandra (friends of John/Cheryl)
Jessica (Charlie/Nancy’s niece)
Marian K (Robert K’s father)
José K (Adelaide’s friend)
Bob L (husband of Judie T’s friend)
Pam L
Phyllis L
McKenzie (daughter of Michelle V’s friend)
Crisann M (friend of Mike/Chris L)
Judy M
Klee M (Fritz/Fay’s son)
Kofi M (Adelaide’s family friend)
Lisa M (Karen’s daughter)
Steve M
George R
Maria R (Laura D’s friend)
Ann & Geoff S
Marnie S (Glenna M’s friend)
Larry V (Jim V’s father)
Caregivers
People devastated by terrorism
Our world and all affected by COVID-19
Those who grieve
• Family of Jim L (Ken/Pat’s son-in-law)
• Family of Steve (Jane’s brother)
• Family of Brian S (friends of Jeff/Julie)
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LUNCH WITH PASTOR JULIE
Join us via Zoom every Wednesday at 12 noon for bible study.
We discuss scripture passages for our upcoming worship service.
Contact Pastor Julie for the Zoom access information to join.

We will be accepting donations until September 5th.
Please put the notation "Warm Coats" in your
check memo line or envelope.
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BOOK CLUB
Our next meeting will
be on September 29th.
We will be discussing
“The Paris Library”
by Janet Skeslien Charles
If you want to be included,
please email Judie at
judietrue@gmail.com

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL
The group meets via Zoom on Sundays at 12 noon.
Our meetings wills start on September 12th
with Chapter 1 of the Sailboat Church.
Everyone is invited to join the study!
Contact Ken G. for the Zoom login details.
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On September 12th COTC will be collecting donations for the
Haiti Disaster Relief effort, with all funds going directly to the
PDA for distribution.

If you would like to
donate to the PDA
for Haiti disaster
relief, you can donate
to COTC with Haiti
Disaster in the memo,
OR, you can donate
directly through these
options.
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Church of the Cross
475 West Higgins Road, Hoffman Estates, IL 60169
Office: 847-885-1199
Website: www.churchofthecross.online
The Rev. Julie G. Peterson, Pastor
Cell phone ~224-828-9761
Email ~ pastor@cotc-pcusa.org

Office Manager ~ Vanessa Brand
Office phone ~ 847-885-1199
Email ~ office@cotc-pcusa.org

Clerk of Session ~ Pat Groenewold

Choir Director ~ Marie Rutter

Deacon Moderator ~ Judie Truelsen

Organist ~ Dr. Robert Kania

Session
Treasurer ~ Ken Groenewold
Elders, Class of 2021

Elders, Class of 2022

Elders, Class of 2023

Sue Liautaud
Stu Rutter
Cheryl Wilkins
Pat Groenewold, Clerk

Jane Lesch
Jim Vakoc

James Buchholz
Laura De La Cruz
Cathy Walker

Deacons
Deacons, Class of 2021

Deacons, Class of 2022

Deacons, Class of 2023

Karen Franz
Ann Moorman
Glenna Morgan
Judie Truelsen, Moderator

Susan Buchholz
Chris Lorentz

Erica De La Cruz
Naana Grant-Acquah
Fay Michaelis

Corporation Officers
Jim Letterer
Jim Vakoc
Ken Groenewold
Pat Groenewold
Terry Maulding
Stu Truelsen
Hank Morgan

President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Member at large
Member at large
Member at large
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