Seventh Sunday of Easter
May 16, 2021 @ 10:00 am

Church of The Cross
475 West Higgins Road Hoffman Estates, IL 60169
(847) 885-1199

WELCOME ALL
PRELUDE
WORDS OF WELCOME
*CALL TO WORSHIP1
We worship God, who created the heavens and earth,
God’s reign endures forever.
We follow Jesus, who made God’s love known to us,
Through his life, death, and resurrection
We listen for the Holy Spirit, who breathes in us,
And grants us wisdom and insight.
Come, worship our God together,
Celebrate all the ways God is made known to you, now.
*OPENING PRAISE SONG

“Blessed Be Your Name”

Pastor Julie

by Beth Redman | Matt Redman

Blessed be Your name in the land that is plentiful,
where Your streams of abundance flow, blessed be Your name.
Blessed be Your name when I'm found in the desert place,
though I walk through the wilderness, blessed be Your name.
Ev’ry blessing You pour out I’ll turn back to praise.
When the darkness closes in, Lord, still I will say,
Blessed be the name of the Lord, blessed be Your name.
Blessed be the name of the Lord, blessed be Your glorious name.
Blessed be Your name when the sun's shining down on me,
when the world's “all as it should be” blessed be Your name.
Blessed be Your name on the road marked with suffering,
though there's pain in the offering, blessed be Your name
Ev’ry blessing You pour out I’ll turn back to praise.
When the darkness closes in, Lord, still I will say,
Blessed be the name of the Lord, blessed be Your name.
Blessed be the name of the Lord, blessed be Your glorious name.
You give and take away, You give and take away.
My heart will choose to say, “Lord blessed be Your name.”
You give and take away, You give and take away.
My heart will choose to say, “Lord blessed be Your name.”
Blessed be the name of the Lord, blessed be Your name.
Blessed be the name of the Lord, blessed be Your glorious name.

BOLD TEXT is read by the congregation.
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CALL TO CONFESSION

Stu R.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION1/2
Stu R.
Creator God, we confess that at times we are stuck. We are unable to move forward,
and only can look back on what once was. We wonder where You are leading us, as it
seems we are alone. Help us to become unstuck. Help us to move by faith, to trust that
You are with us, guiding us along the way. Call to us so we will follow Your ways.
Encourage us to live into hope instead of frozen in fear.
God, our guiding wisdom, you are all around us. You companion us through ancient
texts, modern prophets, the earth, and our own inner depths. We are here to listen, to
integrate the teachings of love, to be renewed and transformed by your grace. Creator,
Redeemer, and Sustainer, help us in this journey of life and faith, now and always.
May it be so.
OUR SILENT CONFESSION
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
RESPONDING TO GRACE
“Halle, Halle, Hallelujah!”
Halle, Halle, Hallelujah! Halle, Halle, Hallelujah!
Halle, Halle, Hallelujah! Hallelujah, Hallelujah!

GTG # 591

SHARE GOD’S LOVE
A TIME FOR CHILDREN

“Jesus Loves Me”

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
FIRST SCRIPTURE READING
Acts 1:16-17, 21-26
This is the word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.
SECOND SCRIPTURE READING

John 17:6-19

Stu R.

Rev. Julie Peterson

This is the word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.
SERMON

“Transitions”

BOLD TEXT is read by the congregation.

Rev. Julie Peterson

Page | 3

OFFER HOPE …IN JESUS’ NAME
THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

OLIVER MICHAEL NEIWEEM

Question to Congregation …
Do we, as members of the church of Jesus Christ, promise to guide and nurture Oliver
Michael by word and deed, with love and prayer, encouraging him to know and follow
Christ and to be a faithful member of his church?
Congregation: We do.
*Profession of Faith
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will
come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Thanksgiving Over the Water
One: The Lord be with you.
All: And also with you.
One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
One: We give you thanks, Eternal God, … To you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God,
be all praise, honor, and glory, now and forever.
All: Amen.
The Baptism
The Introduction
“Dona Nobis Pacem”

*PASSING THE PEACE

(Grant us Peace)

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
PRESENTING OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS TO GOD
“More Love to Thee”

CHORAL OFFERING
PRAYER OF DEDICATION

BOLD TEXT is read by the congregation.

arr by Dennis Allen

Stu R.
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*CLOSING HYMN

“God, Be the Love to Search and Keep Me”

GTG #543

*BENEDICTION
*POSTLUDE
1
2

Rev. Mindi Welton-Mitchell, http://rev-o-lution.org.
enfleshed | justice. liberation. delight. ©2021 Enfleshed.com, reprinted with permission.

CCLI #2992287 / SongSelect® #11328105
CCLI Streaming License, #20364741

BOLD TEXT is read by the congregation.
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Avonne (Laura’s mother)
Linda A (sister of Judy M)
Steve A (father-in-law of Glenna’s daughter)
Connie & Ed (friends of Karen)
Dee B (former member)
Kevin B (Joe L’s co-worker/friend)
Mildred B
Mary Ann B
Sushma B
Andree C
Chuck C (Laura D’s brother)
Patrick C (Stu/Marie’s son-in-law)
Renee C (Laura’s sister-in-law)
Jim C (Mary Ann’s son-in-law)
Tom C (Ann M’s brother-in-law)
Sabina C (Adelaide’s sister-in-law)
Betty D (Marie R’s cousin)
Linda D (Jim/ Sue’s relative)
Betty F (Chris L’s mother)
Donna F (Jim/Sue’s aunt)
Karen F
Gabi (Mother of Sue/Joe’s son-in-law)
Adelaide G
Bruce & Linda G (friends of Stu/Marie)
Nick G (Stu/Marie’s grandson)
Rita H (Jim/Ann’s relative)
James & Sandra (friends of John/Cheryl)

Jessica (Charlie/Nancy’s niece)
José K (Adelaide’s friend)
Steve (Jane’s brother)
Bob L (husband of Judie T’s friend)
Jim/Sheryl L (Ken/Pat’s son-in-law/daughter)
Pam L
Phyllis L
McKenzie (daughter of Michelle V’s friend)
Crisann M (friend of Mike/Chris L)
Judy M
Klee M (Fritz/Fay’s son)
Kofi M (Adelaide’s family friend)
Lisa M (Karen’s daughter)
Steve M
Lois McP
Susan Q (Ann S’s boss)
Maria R (Laura D’s friend)
Jessie R (Julie/Jeff’s niece)
Ann & Geoff S
Geri S (Adelaide’s neighbor)
Martin S (Sue/Jim’s friend)
Marnie S (Glenna M’s friend)
Larry V (Jim V’s father)
Those who are caregivers
Those devastated by terrorism
Our world and all affected by COVID-19
Those who grieve

Sacrament of Baptism
Today we celebrate and rejoice with Katia and
Kurt Neiweem on the baptism of Oliver Michael.
Let us celebrate with Oliver and his parents as he
enters into the God’s covenant of grace in the
church of Jesus Christ.
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COTC COMMUNITY GARDEN
MAY 22nd PLANTING EVENT
We are starting the 2021 Community Garden!
If you have compost, rich topsoil, or hay that you can donate
to the Community Garden, please drop it off by the
garden in the next 2 weeks!
We already have tomato plants, cucumbers, zucchini, cilantro,
beans & basil ready to be planted in their new home!
Please join us on Saturday, May 22nd at 9 am for this great event!

SPRING WORKDAY
MAY 22nd, 9 am – 12
pm
Join us on May 22nd for our Outdoor Spring Workday
and Pizza lunch at noon!
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Please contact the office if you know of anyone graduating this year.
We want to acknowledge them on June 6th! Please send details
to the office email (office@cotc-pcusa.org) or leave a message
at (847) 885-1199
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ZOOM LUNCH WITH PASTOR JULIE
Join us via Zoom every Wednesday at 12 noon for bible study.
We discuss scripture passages for our upcoming worship service.
Contact Pastor Julie for the Zoom access information to join the Zoom session.

ZOOM MEN’S BIBLE
STUDY
Next meetings are on May 26 & June 23
Meetings start at 7 pm.
Our current study is on the book ISAIAH Trusting God in Troubled Times
by Howard Peskett.
We meet via Zoom. We encourage new attendees, so if interested, please
contact Ken G. or Stu R. for access details.
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ZOOM ADULT SUNDAY
SCHOOL
The group meets via Zoom on Sundays at 11:45 am.
Our current study is "Half Truths: God Helps Those Who Help
Themselves and Other Things The Bible Doesn't Say"
by Adam Hamilton.
EVERYONE is invited to join the study! Let Pastor Julie know you are
interested, and the Zoom info will be sent directly to you.

ZOOM BOOK CLUB
Wednesday, May 19, 2021 at 7 p.m.
Our current book is ”This Tender Land” by William Ken Krueger
If you want to be included, please email Judie at judietrue@gmail.com and
she will send you a Zoom invitation.
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