2nd Sunday of Advent
December 5, 2021 @ 10:00 am

Church of The Cross
475 West Higgins Road Hoffman Estates, IL 60169
(847) 885-1199

WELCOME ALL
PRELUDE

“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”

by R.M. Stults

Robert K.

WORDS OF WELCOME
MINUTE FOR MISSION
CHORAL INTROIT

Bob L.
“Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”

Traditional French Carol

*CALL TO WORSHIP
Rev. Kjirstin Almos
Let us prepare our hearts for worship.
God’s love calls us to this sacred time.
Let us prepare our minds for worship.
Christ’s Word moves us and changes us in this sacred time.
Let us prepare our spirits for worship.
The Holy Spirit goes with us from this sacred time into God’s world.
Let us worship together this triune God who was, is, and is to come!
“Prepare the Way, O Zion”

*OPENING HYMN

GTG #106

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE1
The Groenewold’s

We light these candles of Hope and Peace as signs of the coming light of Christ,
joining our voices with the joyful song of his mother Mary.
~Lighting the Candle~
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord;
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.
For you, O Lord, have looked with favor on your lowly servant. From this day all
generations will call me blessed: you, the Almighty, have done great things for me
and holy is your name.
You have mercy on those who fear you, from generation to generation.
Congregational response:

BOLD text is read by the Congregation

GTG#100
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My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord;
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior. Amen.
CALL TO CONFESSION

Ken G.

UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION2
God of the future, you are coming in power to bring all nations under your rule. We confess
that we have not expected your kingdom, for we live casual lives, ignoring your promised
judgment. We accept lies as truth, exploit neighbors, abuse the earth, and refuse your justice
and peace. In your mercy, forgive us. Grant us wisdom to welcome your way, and to seek
things that will endure when Christ comes to judge the world. Amen.
OUR SILENT CONFESSION
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

Rev. Kjirstin Almos

*RESPONSE OF JOY
To us, to all in sorrow and fear, Emmanuel comes a singing;
his humble song is quiet and near, yet fills the earth with its ringing;
music to heal the broken soul and hymns of lovingkindness.
The thunder of his anthems roll to shatter all hatred and violence.

GTG #107, V2

SHARE GOD’S LOVE
PASSING THE PEACE
“Jesus Loves Me”
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION

Ken G.

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING

Luke 1:68-75

Ken G.

This is the word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.
SECOND SCRIPTURE READING

Malachi 2:17-3:4

Rev Kjirstin Almos

This is the word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.
SERMON

“Refining Justice”

Rev Kjirstin Almos

OFFER HOPE …IN JESUS’ NAME
*HYMN

“Comfort, Comfort Now My People”
BOLD text is read by the Congregation
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*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
A Brief Statement of Faith
Ken G.
In life and in death we belong to God. Through the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one
triune God, the Holy One of Israel, whom alone we worship and serve. In a
broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage to pray without ceasing, to
witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to unmask idolatries in
Church and culture, to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, and to work with
others for justice, freedom, and peace.
In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our
daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s new
heaven and new earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!”
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
PRESENTING OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS TO GOD
“What Child Shall Come?”

CHORAL OFFERING
PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Arr. Liebergen
Ken G.

*HYMN OF PREPARATION

“Prepare the Way of the Lord”

GTG #95

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE
GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING3/4
God is with us.
We are not alone.
Christ is present here.
The Spirit moves within us.
Let us give thanks to God,
In memory and hope.
It is truly right and our greatest joy to give you thanks and praise, O Lord our God,
creator and ruler of the universe… Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with the
celestial choirs and with all the faithful of every time and place, who forever sing to the
glory of your name:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest!
Blessed are they who come in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest!
You are holy, O God of majesty, and blessed is Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord…
With thanksgiving we offer our very selves to you to be a living and holy sacrifice,
dedicated to your service. According to his commandment,
We remember his death, we proclaim his resurrection,
we await his coming glory!
BOLD text is read by the Congregation
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Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these your gifts of bread and
wine… Keep us faithful in your service until Christ comes in final victory, and we shall
feast with all your saints in the joy of your eternal realm.
Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and
honor are yours, almighty God, now and forever. Amen.
COMMUNING TOGETHER
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION4
God of pregnant expectations, God of Christmas promise, God of child-like hope,
we have eaten and drunk from your table. May the eating and the drinking fill us
with hope in a world of despair. May we be beacons of hope as we wait for the day
when the world will be changed. Grant that this taste of your banquet which is to
come would give us the hunger for peace and justice in our community and around
the world. Amen
“Light Dawns on a Weary World”

*CLOSING HYMN

GTG #79

*BENEDICTION
*CHORAL BENEDICTION
*POSTLUDE

“Threefold Amen”

“This is the Feast of Victory” Festival Canticle setting by Sherri Hansen

Moravian
Robert K.

1

Call to Worship 55.1, © 2021 Office of Theology and Worship Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), pg20
Book of Common Worship, © 1993 Advent Prayer of Confession, pg 167-168
3
Book of Common Worship, © 1993 Advent Great Thanksgiving, pg 168 – 171
4
Gord Waldie, Worship Offerings, The Banquet of Hopeful Expectations – Advent Communion © 2008
2

BOLD text is read by the Congregation
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Linda A (sister of Judy M)
Steve A (father-in-law of Glenna’s daughter)
Connie & Ed (friends of Karen)
Beth B (Stu R’s sister)
Kevin B (Joe L’s co-worker/friend)
Mildred B
Mary Ann B
Susan B
Sushma B
Andree C
Connie (Karen F’s friend)
Chuck C (Laura D’s brother)
Patrick C (Stu/Marie’s son-in-law)
Renee C (Laura’s sister-in-law)
Jim C (Mary Ann’s son-in-law)
Tom C (Ann M’s brother-in-law)
Sabina C (Adelaide’s sister-in-law)
Betty D (Marie R’s cousin)
Cecily (Laura D)
Linda D (Jim/ Sue’s relative)
Betty F (Chris L’s mother)
Abby F (Chris/Mike’s granddaughter)
Donna F (Jim/Sue’s aunt)
Karen F
Adelaide G
Bruce & Linda G (friends of Stu/Marie)
Nick G (Stu/Marie’s grandson)

Rita H (Jim/Ann’s relative)
Jack H (friend of Mike/ Chris L)
James & Sandra (friends of John/Cheryl)
Jessica (Charlie/Nancy’s niece)
Jim I (Terri H)
Charlie K
José K (Adelaide’s friend)
Chris L
Pam L
Phyllis L
Luca (Ann S’s grandson)
Crisann M (friend of Mike/Chris L)
Judy M
Klee M (Fritz/Fay’s son)
Kofi M (Adelaide’s family friend)
Lisa M (Karen’s daughter)
Steve M
George R
Tom R (Sue Li.’s brother)
Ann & Geoff S
Larry V (Jim V’s father)
Carter W (Dave W’s grandson)
Caregivers
People devastated by terrorism
Our world and all affected by COVID-19
Those who grieve
• Ralph T (Jim/Sue’s friend)
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The flower arrangements this week is from:
Pat & Ken Groenewold in Celebration of their Anniversary
& Karen M. Franz in Memory of her Mother.
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LUNCH WITH PASTOR JULIE
Join us via Zoom every Wednesday at 12 noon for bible study.
We discuss scripture passages for our upcoming worship service.
Contact Pastor Julie for the Zoom access information to join.

ZOOM BOOK CLUB SCHEDULE
Wednesday, January 26, 2022 @ 7pm:
The Lincoln Highway
by Amor Towles
Please email Judie at
judietrue@gmail.com
for Zoom details
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POINSETTIA
SALE
Sunday, December 5 is
the last day to order
your Poinsettia!
$15 per Poinsettia

CHRISTMAS
GIFT CARDS
We are collecting donations
to provide Aldi’s Gift Cards for
Lakeview Elementary School
families that are in need.
Please make checks payable to COTC
and indicate “Christmas Gift Card” in
the memo line.
Donations will be accepted through
Sunday, December 5th.

Page | 9

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL
The group meets via Zoom on Sundays at 12 noon.
We are currently studying “Peace, Justice, Joy, and Salvation:
An Adult Advent Study” by Cynthia Campbell.
Everyone is invited to join the study!
Contact Ken G. for the Zoom login details.
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Join us on Wednesday, December 8th @ 7pm

The Christmas Season is not always a ‘Holly Jolly Christmas.’ Many people
come to dread this time of year because of the pain they are experiencing.
It may be the first Christmas without a loved family member who has recently
died or simply a time which has always been difficult. Maybe it is the anguish of
broken relationships, the insecurity of unemployment, the weariness of ill health,
the pain of isolation has drained one’s ability to feel the joy of the season.
Whatever it is, the constant refrain on the radio or television or in shopping malls
about the happiness of the season, reminds many people of what they have lost or
have never had and can make us feel very alone in the midst of the celebrating
and spending.
We all need space and time to acknowledge our sadness or grief or other
concerns; to experience community holding us, praying for us, reminding us
we are not alone.
Into these less than ‘jolly’ feelings, Church of the Cross offers an alternative—
“A Blue Christmas Service” on December 8th at 7 pm. You are invited to join
us in person or online as we gather for a time of prayer, scripture, and music
guiding us to feel the truth of how God comes to shine light into our darkness.
This service is created especially for those who are far too familiar with the deep
difficulties of life.
Please invite anyone who may need time set apart this holiday season, regardless
of church background, for everyone is welcome.
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Church of the Cross
475 West Higgins Road, Hoffman Estates, IL 60169
Office: 847-885-1199
Website: www.churchofthecross.online
The Rev. Julie G. Peterson, Pastor
Cell phone ~224-828-9761
Email ~ pastor@cotc-pcusa.org

Office Manager ~ Vanessa Brand
Office phone ~ 847-885-1199
Email ~ office@cotc-pcusa.org

Clerk of Session ~ Pat Groenewold

Choir Director ~ Marie Rutter

Deacon Moderator ~ Judie Truelsen

Organist ~ Dr. Robert Kania

Session
Treasurer ~ Ken Groenewold
Elders, Class of 2021

Elders, Class of 2022

Elders, Class of 2023

Sue Liautaud
Stu Rutter
Cheryl Wilkins
Pat Groenewold, Clerk

Jane Lesch
Jim Vakoc

James Buchholz
Laura De La Cruz
Cathy Walker

Deacons
Deacons, Class of 2021

Deacons, Class of 2022

Deacons, Class of 2023

Karen Franz
Ann Moorman
Glenna Morgan
Judie Truelsen, Moderator

Susan Buchholz
Chris Lorentz

Erica De La Cruz
Naana Grant-Acquah
Fay Michaelis

Corporation Officers
Jim Letterer
Jim Vakoc
Ken Groenewold
Pat Groenewold
Terry Maulding
Stu Truelsen
Hank Morgan

President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Member at large
Member at large
Member at large
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