11th Sunday after Pentecost
August 16, 2020 @ 10:00 am
Church of The Cross
475 West Higgins Road Hoffman Estates, IL 60169
(847) 885-1199

WELCOME ALL
WORDS OF WELCOME
UNISON CALL TO WORSHIP1
Listen for the voice of the Beloved One:
whispering soft words of comfort,
shouting in defiance of silences that suppress,
singing songs of justice,
declaring truths which transform from within.

Rev Julie Peterson

The Holy has not abandoned us. Divine Wisdom surrounds us.
God will bless the fruit of the faithful
and bring hope to all who yearn for freedom.
Let every weary and tattered heart be encouraged,
and the joy of the despairing be renewed.
OPENING HYMN

“In the Bulb There is a Flower”

BOLD TEXT is read by the congregation.

recorded @ COTC 3-18-18
GTG #250
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CALL TO CONFESSION
PRAYER OF CONFESSION2
Sacred Presence, there is much we must confess:
When we discount another’s pain or overlook neighbors in distress, forgive us.
When we choose callous words over compassionate impulses, forgive us.
When we think others less deserving of grace and ration kindness
as if it could be exhausted, forgive us.
Have mercy upon us, Sacred One, and heal our brokenness so that every
word and deed which proceeds from our hearts might glorify you.
OUR SILENT CONFESSION
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
“Praise, Praise, Praise the Lord!”

OUR SUNG RESPONSE

GTG#390 (repeat each line 1x)

SHARE GOD’S LOVE
“Jesus Loves Me”

A TIME FOR CHILDREN
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING
Genesis 45:1-15
This is the word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.

Stu T

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING
Matthew 15:21-28
This is the word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.
SERMON

“Persistence”

Rev. Julie Peterson

OFFER HOPE …IN JESUS’ NAME
PASSING THE PEACE

“Dona Nobis Pacem”

BOLD TEXT is read by the congregation.

(Grant us Peace)

Page | 3

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
portions of The Brief Statement of Faith
Stu T
In life and in death we belong to God. … We trust in Jesus Christ, Fully human,
fully God. Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: preaching good news to the poor and
release to the captives, teaching by word and deed and blessing the children, healing
the sick and binding up the brokenhearted, eating with outcasts, forgiving sinners,
and calling all to repent and believe the gospel. …
We trust in God, whom Jesus called Abba, Father. In sovereign love God created
the world good and makes everyone equally in God’s image male and female, of every
race and people, to live as one community. But we rebel against God; we hide from
our Creator. Ignoring God’s commandments, we violate the image of God in others
and ourselves, accept lies as truth, exploit neighbor and nature, and threaten death to
the planet entrusted to our care. We deserve God’s condemnation. Yet God acts with
justice and mercy to redeem creation. In everlasting love, the God of Abraham and
Sarah chose a covenant people to bless all families of the earth. … Loving us still,
God makes us heirs with Christ of the covenant. …
We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life. The Spirit
justifies us by grace through faith, sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God and
neighbor, and binds us together with all believers in the one body of Christ, the Church.
The same Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles rules our faith and life in Christ
through Scripture, engages us through the Word proclaimed, claims us in the waters of
baptism, feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation, and calls women and
men to all ministries of the church. In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us
courage to pray without ceasing, to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and
Savior, to unmask idolatries in Church and culture, to hear the voices of peoples long
silenced, and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace. …
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
PRESENTING OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS TO GOD
“Softly and Tenderly”

CHORAL ANTHEM

Stu T

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

BOLD TEXT is read by the congregation.
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CLOSING HYMN

“Let Us Build a House”

recorded @ COTC on 10-13-19, GTG #301

BENEDICTION
1
2

enfleshed | justice. liberation. delight. ©2020 Enfleshed.com, reprinted with permission.
Call to Worship 53.1, © 2019 Office of Theology and Worship Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) pg 152

CCLI #2992287 / SongSelect® #11328105
CCLI Streaming License, #20364741
BOLD TEXT is read by the congregation.
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DO YOU HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST?
If you have a prayer request, please email or text Pastor Julie.
WE CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR...
Addie (Donna H’s friend)
Avonne (Laura’s mother)
Linda A (sister of Judy M)
Connie & Ed (friends of Karen)
Kevin B (Joe L’s co-worker/friend)
Mildred B
Mary Ann B
Sushma B
Virgil B (friend of Karen)
Andree C
Chuck C (Laura D’s brother)
Patrick C (Stu/Marie’s son-in-law)
Renee C (Laura’s sister-in-law)
Jim C (Mary Ann’s son-in-law)
Tom C (Ann M’s brother-in-law)
Betty D (Marie R’s cousin)
Linda D (Jim/ Sue’s relative)
Margaret E (Joe L’s company president’s Mom)
Betty F (Chris L’s mother)
Shawn F (Karen F’s son)
Donna F (Jim/Sue’s aunt)
Karen F
Lori F (George R’s OES friend)
Adelaide G
Bruce & Linda G (friends of Stu/Marie)
Nick G (Stu/Marie’s grandson)
Ricky G (Sue/Joe’s nephew)
Rita H (Jim/Ann’s relative)

James and Sandra (friends of John/Cheryl)
Jessica (Charlie/Nancy’s niece)
Marge K (George R’s OES friend)
Steve (Jane’s brother)
Jim/Sheryl L (Ken/Pat’s son-in-law/daughter)
Phyllis L
Judy M
Klee (Fritz/Fay’s son)
Kofi M (Adelaide’s family friend)
Lisa M (Karen’s daughter)
Steve M
Dick McW (Ann M’s brother)
Noah (nephew of Adelaide’s son-in-law)
Shannan (Terri H’s niece)
Susan Q (Ann S’s boss)
Jessie R (Julie/Jeff’s niece)
Ann S
Marnie S (Glenna M’s friend)
Larry V (Jim V’s father)
April V (Chris V’s cousin)
Caregivers
Communities impacted by natural disasters
Those devastated by terrorism
Families of suicide loss
Those who grieve
Our world and all victims/families affected
by COVID-19
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The group meets via Zoom on Sundays at 11:30 am.
Ken G will provide Zoom access details so please contact him for access details.
Our study book is book Waking Up White by Debby Irving. Along
with viewing the three-part documentary “RACE-The Power of An
Illusion.” You will need to purchase the book on your own.
This study is an invitation for all of us to learn more about our own
experience of race, along with the stories of people of color in
American history and our world today. EVERYONE is invited to
join the study—just let Pastor Julie know you are interested, and the
Zoom info will be sent directly to you.
August 16, Pastor Julie will lead us in the final discussion of Session
Four - Where do we go from here? Please read sections “Outer
Work” and “Reclaiming my Humanity” pgs 217-253
.

Our next Book Club meeting will be on Wednesday, August 19 at 7:00 pm.
We will be discussing "The Dearly Beloved" by Cara Wall. If you want to be
included, please email Judie at judietrue@gmail.com and she will send you a
Zoom invitation.
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Join us via Zoom every Wednesday at 12 noon for bible study as we discuss
scripture passages for our upcoming worship service.
Contact Pastor Julie for the Zoom access information to join the Bible Study.

Our current study is on the book A Resilient Life, by Gordon MacDonald.We
meet via Zoom. We encourage new attendees, so if interested, please contact
Ken G. or Stu R. for access details. If you do not have a copy of the book, A Resilient
Life, consider ordering from Amazon.
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